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Michigan Higher Education Network  

Changes in Higher Education 

At the end of January, the United States reported the first confirmed case of COVID-19. On March 6, 2020, the University 
of Washington announced that classes would be held virtually through the end of the quarter, in an effort to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 and protect the campus community. In the following weeks, other schools across the country followed 
suit. By the end of April, nearly every campus was closed to in-person classes. However, this is not the only adjustment 
campuses have been dealing with. In early May, the Department of Education released new Title IX regulations that need 
to be adapted by mid-August. Additionally, at the end of May, protests broke out across the country in response to the 
killing of George Floyd. Students have pushed campus administrators to critically examine current practices and provide 
more equitable opportunities and support for Black, Indigenous, and Students of Color. Campus leaders are being forced 
to navigate all of this as they communicate plans for the Fall semester in the midst of uncertainty.  

Now, more than ever, our prevention work is needed on campus. Yet, it can be difficult to justify the cost of our services 
without understanding why they are so important. The Michigan Higher Education Network (MIHEN) has been working 
hard to stay up to date on the current climate and share resources and information as it becomes available. The following 
are a few sites and documents that you may find useful:  

For information on COVID-19 and resources for campus professionals: https://www.preventionnetwork.org/coronavirus 

Resources on Race, Equity, Anti-Racism, and Inclusion:  

• General List of Resources  
• Envisioning Higher Education as Antiracist (Inside Higher Ed) 

Title IX Resources: 

• Title IX (unofficial document) 
• Summary of major changes (Dept. of Education) 
• Know Your IX Campus Organizing Toolkit 
• Clery Center 
• Culture of Respect: Title IX Technical Assistance Project 

Why this work is important: 

• The Critical Role of Substance Misuse Prevention During and After COVID-19 
• The Psychological Impact of Quarantine and How to Reduce It 
• COVID-19 Deaths of Dispair 
• Impact of Hurricane Rita on Adolescent Substance Use 

Supporting Students remotely: 

• Supporting and Engaging Students Online 
• NASPA Webinars on Professional Work Within a Virtual Space 
• The Chronicle of Higher Education: Moving Online Now 

MIHEN webpage: https://www.preventionnetwork.org/mihen 

To learn more or join the Michigan Higher Education Network (MIHEN), please contact Hawra Ahmad, the MIHEN 
coordinator, at hawraa@preventionnetwork.org.  
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https://clerycenter.org/policy-resources/the-clery-act/
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