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Emergency Preparedness
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Evans

Preparation begins with you

Emergencies can happen at any time. Being 
prepared saves lives! Local officials

and relief workers will be on the scene after a 
disaster, but they cannot reach

everyone right away. The best way to make 
you and your family safer is to be

prepared before an emergency occurs.

Disasters and Emergencies

Disasters or emergencies, 
including weather 
emergencies, technological 
hazards, pandemic, and civil 
unrest can occur at any time 
and with little or no warning.  
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Identify Threats, Risks and 
Vulnerabilities

A major step in emergency preparedness is to 
identify the types of events or incidents which 
could occur or have occurred based on the 
history of previous events. 

- March 2020 
Covid-19 

- May 2020 “500 
year flood”

- May 2020 civil 
unrest in MI

- Winter 2020?

Threats, Risk and Vulnerability

•Threat- Is defined as any indication of  
possible harm or danger.

• Risk- Is the potential for an unwanted outcome 
resulting from an incident, event, or occurrence. 

•Vulnerability- Is a weakness in the design, 
implementation, or operation of an asset, system, or 
network, which can be exploited by an adversary or 
disrupted by a natural hazard, technological failure, 
or pandemic. 

Threats

Possible Threat.

- Weather Threats

*Thunderstorms

*Flooding

*Excessive heat or bitter cold

*Extended power outages
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Michigan’s potential natural disasters

Michigan is extremely vulnerable to the potential of severe weather and 
atmospheric changes during all seasons.  

-Tornados
-Thunder storms
-Ice/ hail storms
-Blizzards/ snow squalls
-Extreme heat/ humidity 
-Flooding
-Fog 

Threats

Possible Threat.

- Civil Unrest

*Safety of person and/or property

*Availability of resources

Civil Disturbances

• Detroit, MI
1967- Residents began to riot due to the police raid of an unlicenced
bar. (43 dead, 467 injured, 7200 arrests, 2,000 buildings destroyed).

2020- Protests in downtown Detroit began in late May of 2020. They 
were initially peaceful but eventually turned into rioting after a police 
vehicle was vandalized and damaged. 

• Benton Harbor, MI
1966- Residents rioted for six days due to a fatal shooting. 

2003- Residents rioted for two days when black motorcyclist crashed 
into a

• Lansing, MI
2020- Peaceful protests in downtown Lansing began the morning of 
May 31st 2020. The incident turned to civil unrest after a police vehicle 
was damaged and a civilian vehicle was overturned. 
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Threats

Possible Threat.

- Pandemic

*Restrictions/Executive Orders?

*Food/Water shortages?

*Availibility of necessities (i.e. toilet                   
paper)?

Risk

Potential for an unwanted outcome resulting 
from an incident, event, or occurrence. 

“Every action has an equal and opposite     
reaction” can be applied to preparedness    
and the potential risks of not being     
prepared.

*consequences can be loss of   
comfort, control of your environment,         
and changes to your physical and  
mental health due to these risks. 

Risk

Potential for an unwanted outcome resulting 
from an incident, event, or occurrence. 

- Lack of cold weather preparedness means a loss 
of comfort for the family, risks of cold weather 
injury, and the possibility of having to leave the 
home and attempt to find a warming center.

- Many were unfortunately hit hard by a lack of 
general preparedness that could have helped 
eased inconveniences felt at the start of the 
Covid-19 Pandemic. 
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Vulnerability

Weakness in the design, implementation, or 
operation of an asset, system, or network. 

- More recently, Covid-19 brought into    
light many vulnerabilities in the  
operation of many assets and 
necessities having an effect on our 
day to day lives. 

4 Steps to Preparedness

1. Be Informed

2. Create an Emergency Plan

3. Build a Kit

4. Practice and Maintain Your Plan and Kit

4 Steps to Preparedness
#1 Be informed

• Meet with household members and discuss the dangers of possible emergency

events, including fire, severe weather, pandemic, etc.

• Learn if your community has a warning signal: what does it sound like and what

should you do when you hear it?

• Find out how to help access and functional needs persons, if needed.

• Learn about what hazards exist in your community (i.e. hazardous materials site,

railroad, etc.)

• Ask about animal care after a disaster. Animals may not be allowed inside emergency

shelters due to health regulations.

• Find out about the disaster plans in your workplace, your children’s school or daycare

center, and other places where your family spends time.
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4 Steps to Preparedness
#2 Make a Plan

• All family members should know their address and phone number.

• Teach children how and when to call or text 9-1-1 for emergency help.

• Teach each family member how to use a fire extinguisher (ABC type) and show them

where it is kept.

• Show each family member how and when to turn off the water, gas, and electricity at

the main switches (Age appropriate).

• Plan how to take care of your pets.

Planning for special events

We always practice and train for 

events that have gratifying results.

• Sporting events

• Weddings

• Open Houses / Graduation parties

Planning for long-lasting events

We usually fail to practice and prepare 
for events that could have devastating 
or long lasting results.

-Disasters (natural and manmade)

-Technological hazards
-Pandemic 
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4 Steps to Preparedness
#3 Build a Kit

An emergency may require you to immediately evacuate, take

shelter, or go without basic services for an extended period

of time. Should an emergency occur, you will need a supply

of essential items to last you at least three days. These items

should be included in a readily accessible 72-hour emergency

supply kit, stored in a 5-gallon bucket, duffel bag, or backpack.

For items to include in your kit, refer to MIReady’s “Emergency

Preparedness Kit Checklist.”

Preparedness Checklists

Preparedness Checklists
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4 Steps to Preparedness
#4 Practice/Maintain Your Plan/Kit

• Quiz your children every six months so they remember

what to do.

• Conduct regular fire and emergency evacuation drills.

• Take a first aid and CPR class.

• Replace stored water and food every six months.

• Test and recharge your fire extinguisher(s) according to

manufacturer’s instructions.

• Test your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors monthly

and change the batteries twice each year when you change

your clocks in the spring and fall

Practice and maintain your plan

Not practicing or maintaining your 
plan will have ill effects on your 
preparedness.

-Will you see it coming?

-Can you respond?

-Will you make it through?
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Resources

https://www.michigan.gov/miready

https://www.ready.gov/kids

https://www.michigan.gov/msp/

MSP Mobile App (available for Apple and Android)

Questions
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